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In the Claims: 



Please y^c\wmsy^ without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please pfS^ihe following reclaims as follows: 



27>(New) A method for the identification of a user, said metho d comprising: ' 



receiving by at least one network access provider (NAP) through which a user 
is engaged in a communication session with a service provider, a request from said 
service provider to identify said user; 

said at least one NAP extracting information associated with said 
communication session; and 

said at least one NAP sending a response based on said information to said 
service provider. 

. ^ 28. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said receiving comprises receiving said 
~ ~ • T request via at least one identification switch 

29. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said extracting is performed by the 

NAP servicing said user. 

30. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said request comprises at least one 

session identifier of said communication session. 

31. (New) The memod according to claim 30, wherein said at least one session identifier 

comprises at least one network address used by said user. 

32. (New) TTwmeHiod according to <^ 

second extracting at least one network address used by said user. 

33. (New) The method according to claim 32, wherein said second extracting comprises at 

least one of: 

instructing a device being used by said user to connect to an address extraction 
module of said NAP via an alternative service or port not associated with a proxy 
server; 

configuring said device not to connect to said proxy server when connecting to 
a specific network address; 
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opening a direct connection between an application sent to said device and said 
address extraction module; 
using a proxy plug-in; 

installing a network sniffer between said device and said proxy server; 
installing network extraction module between said device and said proxy 

server; 

accepting as correct a user network address reported by said proxy server; and 
configuring said device to echo back a secret sent to said device and verifying 
that the sent secret and the received sect et are identical. 

34. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said extracting comprises: 

retrieving data from a group of databases including an online session database 
^ and a user information database, said online session database and said user 

information database being in communication with said at least one NAP, 

35. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said sending comprises: 

reporting information associated with said user associated with said 
communication session. 

36. (New) The method according to claim 35, wherein said sending comprises: 

sending to said service provider information associated with said user in a 
previous request. 

3 7. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein sending comprises: 

verifying the information items provided in said identification request; and 
sending a match report noting the similarity between said information 
associated with said communication session and said information items provided in 
said identification request 

38. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said sending comprises: 

sending a virtual identification (ID) for said user to said service provider. 

39, (New) The method according to claim 27, further comprising: 

detennining the identity of the NAP currently handling said communication 

session; and 
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forwarding said identification request to fee identification module of said NAP 
currently handling said communication session. 

40. (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein said sending is performed only by the 

NAP currently handling said communication session. 

41. (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein said detennining comprises: 

mamtaining a look-up table of network addresses associated with a plurality of 
NAPs; and 

determining the identity of said at least one NAP by reference to said look-up 

table. 

42. (New) The method according to claim 41, wherein said mamtaining comprises manually 

updating said look-up table whenever network address assignments change. 

43. (New) The method according to claim 41, wherein said mamtaining comprises updating 

saxd look-up table from said identification module of said at least one NAP currently 
handling said communication session based on information reported from an access 
system. 

44. (New) The method according to claim 41, wherein said mamtaining comprises 

constructing said look-up table from existing network address assignment databases 

45. (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein said determining comprises: 

preconfiguring said at least one NAP servicing said user to intercept a user 
request for a specific resource; and 

causing the device being used by said user to send a request to said specific 
resource so that only the NAP currently handling said communication session will 
receive said request thereby deterniining said NAP currently handling said 
communication session, 

46. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said network is selected from at least 
one of the group consisting of: 
an Internet network; 
a wireless data network; 
a cellular data network; and 
a CATV-based data network. 
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47. (New) The method according to claim 27, wherein said user is connected to said NAP 

over a link selected from among the group consisting of: 

a telephone link; 

a cellular telephone link; 

a Wireless link; 

a data over CATV link; 

a satellite link; 

an xDSL link; and 

a link over another data network. 

48. (New) A method according to claim 27, wherein said information is selected from among 
the group consisting of: 

^ an account identifier of said user associated with said communication session 

at said NAP; 

information associated with said account identifier; 
an identifier of a link between said user and said NAP; and 
information associated with said link identifier. 

49. (New) A method for identifying a user, said method comprising: 

a service provider sending a request to identify said user to at least one 
network access provider through which said user is engaged in a communication 
session with said service provider, said request including an identifier of said 
communication session; and 

a service provider receiving an identification response. 

50. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said sending comprises sending the 

request via at least one identification switch. 

51. (New) The method according to claim 49, wherein said identifier is a network address of 

said user. 

52. (New) A method for identifying a user, said method comprising: 

an identification switch receiving from a service provider a request to identify 
said user engaged in a communication session through a NAP with said service 
provider; 
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an identification switch sending said request to at least one network access 
provider for further processing; 

an identification switch receiving information associated with said 
communication session; and 

sending an identification response to said service provider. 
53. (New) The method according to claim 52, further comprising: 

deterrnining the identity of the NAP currently handling said communication 

session; and 

forwarding said request to the identification module of said NAP currently 
handling said communication session. 
^ 54. (New) ThBiiMthodacamlingtDoIam 

rnamtaining a look-up table of network addresses associated with a plurality of 
NAPs; and 

deternuning the identity of said at least one NAP by reference to said look-up 

table. 

55. (New) The method according to claim 54, wherein said mamtaining comprises manually 

updating said look-up table whenever network address assignments change 

56. (New) The method according to claim 54, wherein said mamtaining comprises updating 

saxd look-up table from said identification module of said at least one NAP currently 
handlmg said communication session based on information reported from an access 
system. 

57. (New) The method according to claim 54, wherein said mamtaining comprises 

constructing said look-up table from existing network address assignment databases 

58. (New) The method according to claim 53, wherein said determining comprises: 

preconfiguring said at least one NAP servicing said user to intercept a user 
request for a specific resource; and 

causing the device being used by said user to send a request to said specific 
resource so that only the NAP currency handling said communication session will 
recerve sai d request thereby determining said NAP currently handling said 
communication session. 
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59. (New) A method according to claim 52, wherein said information is selected from amona 
the group consisting of: 

an account identifier of said user associated with said communication session 
at said NAP; 

information associated with said account identifier; 

an identifier of a link between said user and said NAP; and 

information associated with said link identifier. 

60. (New) A method for deternnning the NAP currently handling a communication session 

over a network between a user and a service provider, the method comprising; 

mamteining a look-up table of network addresses associated with a plurality of 
NAPs; and 

deterrmning the identity of said NAP by reference to said look-up table 

61. (New) The method according to claim 60, wherein said obtaining comprises updating 
f saxd look-up table manually whenever network address assignments change 

62. (New) The method according to claim 60, wherein said n^taining comprises updating 

saxd look-up table from the identification module of said NAP based on information 
reported from an access system. 

63. (New) Tne memod acceding «, clato 60, wherein said maintataing comprises 

« " MOUC,inS 8aid I °° k ' UP ^ aetWO * ,dd — -<•»« <■"*— 

64. (New) A method for determining the NAJ > cmrentIv , ^ 

over a network between a user and a service provider, the memod comprising me steps of 
preconfiguring said NAP to intercept a user request for a specific resource- and 
causmg the device being used by said user to send a request to said specific 
resource so that only the NAP currently handling said communication session will 
receive said request thereby deterrmning said NAP currently handline said 
communication session, 

65. (New) A method for determining the network address of a user, said method comprising 

at least one of: ^ B 

instructing a device being used by said user in a communication session with a 
servxee provider over a network through a network access provider to connect to an 
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address extraction module of said NAP via an alternative service or port not 
associated with a proxy server; 

configuring said device not to connect to said proxy server when connecting to 
a specific network address; 

opening a direct connection between an application sent to said device and said 
address extraction module; 
using a proxy plug-in; 

installing a network sniffer between said device and said proxy server; 
installing network extraction module between said device and said proxy 
server; 

accepting a user network address reported by said proxy server; and 
(\ configuring said device to echo back a secret sent to said device and verifying 

that the sent secret and the received secret are identical. 
66. (New) A system for acquiring at least one user identifier of a user of a network, said 
system comprising: 

a service provider in communication with said user; and 

at least one network access provider (NAP) in communication with said 
service provider and said user; said at least one NAP comprising: 
a NAP identification module comprising: 
a controller; and 

an address extractor in communication with said controller; and 
an access system in communication with said address extractor 

67. (New) The system according to claim 66, further comprising at least one online session 

database in communication with said controller and said access system, said at least one 
onlme session database containing at least information associating said at least one user 
identifier with the network address being used by said user. 

68. (New) The system according to claim 66, further comprising an identification switch 

communication with said at least one NAP and said service provider 

69. (New) Tne system according to claim 66, further comprising at least one user information 

database, in communication with said controller. 



m 
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70. (New) The system according to claim 69, wherein said at least one user informati 

database comprises at least one of a group of databases containing data including person! 
details related to said user, billing information, information about past user logins, and a 
reverse telephone directory. 

71. (New) The system according to claim 68, wherein said address extractor is located in at 

least one of said at least one identification switch. 

72. (New) The system according to claim 68, wherein said address extractor is located at said 

service provider. 

73. (New) A method for creating an online session database by device, said method 

comprising; 

externally monitoring login and logout events at an access system; 
saving session information upon login; and 
removing said session information upon logout, 

74. (New) The method according to claim. 73, wherein said monitoring is done by a network 

sniffer. 

75. (New) The method according to claim 73, wherein said monitoring is done by reading 

server log files. 



Please charge any additional fees associated with this paper to Deposit Account 
Number 05-0649 (Attorney Docket Number P-1306-US2). 

REMARKS 

Applicant asserts that the present invention is new, non-obvious and useful. Entry of 
this Amendment is respectfully requested. Prompt consideration and allowance of the claims 
is respectfully requested. 

The specification has been amended editorially for clarity purposes correcting 
typographical errors. This amendment is directed strictly to matters of form and, therefore 
does not affect the scope of the claims or create any prosecution history estoppel 



